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LAOTIAN TER2RiJORIES OCCUPIED \\ﬁ ,o“
BY Xoadd VIECSHAM l’
/[ Following is a trarn- .ation of an unsignca
article in the Freonsi-language newspapsy
Laos Presse, 5 July 1965, pages C-1, C-2.7
Hanol authorities are <ace zzain attempting to pnersuade
others that certain frontzer gl L-longing for centuries

to Z.os, and recsntly occuplied brutzily by the army of the
N
Dexcceratic Republic, actuaily belong oo North Vietnam. Hanol
hes Zssucd maps deliberately and impudently retracing the of-
ficl=i border. 5r¢adcast prowagantz supporits this new viola-
tion of international agreemc:ts, in crder to justify iv in
the Light of public opinion, if such a term still has some

meaniing Ior North Vietnam communists. They have even forward-

ed orlicial protests to our Government, the height of nypo-

- crisy, to cast the blame on "imperialists and their lsc.oys!
for violaticns of imaginary irontiers. In short, North Vie:-

nam communists pursue their wer-lire adventure, begun 20 year:
ago, without truce or mercy, Urampling on the most sol:nn

texts, treaties and agreements.
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What is the exact cuccolony

1) To our knowledjc w..e oldest treaty tracing the
frontier from Muong to Tc¢h.:cne detes from 136lL, It was sign-
ed by the King of Lane Xang the name of the Kingdom of Laos
at the time) and the Xing ol .mam. Lzao-Eco was acknowledged
as Laotian territory and tie Ifrontisr was shown by the line
indicating the partition of wzters.

2) King Souligna Vongsa {1637-16%.L), the ally of the
King ol Annam, Le-Duy-Ky, signed a treaty with the latter
Specifying that "all populations dwelling in houses having pile
foundations and verandas will be lmown as subjects of the King
of Vientiane and all those dwslling in houses without pile
foundations or verandas belong to Annam." Thils was a Just
decision stipulating'that all the mountain people of the
western slope of the Annam Range were Laotlans. . Thus, through-
out the centuri¢§; the borders of Laos were defined far to the
East of the preééht frontﬁerq

3) Two delegations met in Hue in 191}, headed respec-
tively by French governors of the time in Annswm and Laos, in
keeping with a decree issued on Decewber 27, 1913, by the
Govsernor-General; the decrzc called for a Commission charged
wich fixing the boundaries o Annam and Laos. On March 21,
191 the Commission drew up =zn official report; accordingly

the Governor-General, by decrse of October 12, 1916, deter-

mined the frontier bestween the provinces of Quang Tri, Annam,
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and Savarmakhot, Laos. It was as Ifollows: "The frontisr begins

by

at the summit 1221 and ccatiru:s, from Nerth to South, 11”678'
until arriving at the signal .020.82 wm /3/ of Dong Ta Puc."
It was g definite case of delimltation, although the sams de-
¢res elsewhere stated taat deliimitation Tor othser regions
would be dealt with later.
ly) Pinally, vhe mo:zt recent proofl that the frontier has
incontestable value is estzblizhed ty a reference to the Laos-
Vietnam frontler in the internationzl szreement £lznsd in
Geneva in 1954. There was no poscible doubt about it For the
participants of the Genevag Conierence., The chosen map was the
one established by the Geograpghlc Institute. It shows that
‘ the Laos-Vietnam frontier is _ocated North and East of the
‘ villages illegally occupled at the present by North Vietnam.
Therefore, His Excellency Pncw Van Dong, who signed the
195 Geneva agreements for the North Vietnam Goverament, un-
reservedly acknowledged the Irontiers revealed by that nap.
So wzat are the arguments behind North Vietnam's pretentions?
A guick look at the historic pseudo-zrguments advanced by the
Hanci authoritvies leads to the foliswing conclusions: (2) no
recent document cited refers o tiic wi-cise problem of the
‘ frontier, (b; Hanoi takes p..irs mui - =mention the first inter-~

national agreement (the 1954 Gsnev. agy

A
<

zements) which included

‘ 1
| C
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[¢)

Democratic Republic of North Vistnom, (¢) administrative

ot

cts referring to international lew have no value unless

m
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regarded as subsidiary tesciniales iu the awsencs ol treaties,
Thus, the arguments of tho “lonoi® cuthorities crumble in them-

selves and have no justifico.lon other than that ol bad faith.

The regions of Tarua, Tapeng, Tapai, Saria/%?/ and /Illegible/

are Laotian and we intend that they remain so.

What does Hanol definitely want?

t simply wants to prclong its war in keeping with its

views on the fubture of Vietnzm and the people of Indochina,
Anything will work as long ac it achieves its ends. Lies,
propaganda, violent interprecation of texts and treaties, one-
way dialecticism, pacific and subversive protests, co-existence
and support of "national libsration” wars, the cntire scale of
revolutionary tactvics is activated in the interest of the final
victory of communié&)
North Vietnamese: Laotians are not duped by these
schemes, Lao%l 1ans understand that the gentire matter of the
% froatier, springing up from nowhere, is nothing more than a
vicissitude in your expansionist scheme., But if a little race
of peaceful people won't accept it, you impose your program by
force. Nevertheiess, Laotians can offer you some wise advice
end counsel you to act with cignity. Stop while it's still

time,
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